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Mr. Bayard made the following adverse 

REPORT. 
[To accompany bill S. 234.] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred Senate Bill No. 
234, for the remission of fines, penalties, and forfeitures, have had 
the same under consideration, and submit the following report: 

The hill proposes to alter the existing law by authorizing the judges 
of the district courts of the United States, within their respective dis¬ 
tricts, to remit in all cases the fines, penalties, and forfeitures imposed 
by the district courts, where imprisonment forms no part of the sen¬ 
tence of the court, or where the time of imprisonment has been served 
out. 

The power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the 
United States is, by the Constitution, vested in the President, and the 
remission of a fine imposed as a part of the punishment of an offence 
is properly an executive duty, and, in the opinion of the committee, 
ought not to be transferred to the judiciary apart from any Constitu¬ 
tional objection. 

The remaining effect of the proposed bill would be to extend the 
discretion of the courts in the remission of the penalties of recog¬ 
nizances taken in criminal causes, and remove the restrictions on the 
exercise of that discretion contained in the sixth section of the act 
approved February 28, 1839, entitled “ An act in amendment of the 
acts respecting the judicial system of the United States.” Considering 
the existing law as giving ample authority to the judges to remit the 
penalty of a recognizance in a criminal cause in all cases in which 
such authority ought properly to be exercised, the committee are of 
opinion that the fur ther legislation proposed by the bill is unnecessary 
and inexpedient. 
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